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Mao Zedong's Thought on Literature and Art Began to Take Shape:

Rereading A Speech Delivered at the Inaugural Meeting of the China Literature and Art Association

NIU Guan-heng
( Institute of Contemporary China Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100009 China)

Abstract: On November 22 1936 Mao Zedong attended the inaugural meeting of the China Literature
and Art Association and delivered a speech. For the first time the speech emphasized the status and role of
revolutionary literature and art work in the revolutionary war propagated the Communist Party of China’s
propositions on stopping the civil war and uniting in the resistance against the Japanese and clarified the
importance of literary and artistic work against the Japanese. He put forward the idea that literature and art
should serve the workers and peasants pointed out the direction of efforts for the Chinese Literature and Art
Association and literature and art workers and marked the beginning of Mao Zedong’s thought on literature
and art. This speech is still of important enlightening significance to us today which is mainly reflected in the
following aspects. First we should attach great importance to literature and art work. Second we should
adhere to the direction of literature and art serving the people and last we should strengthen the Party’s
leadership of literature and art work.

Key words: Mao Zedong; thought on literature and art; China Literature and Art Association; speech
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