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Deng Xiaoping’s Exploration of Strategic Reconstruction of the Relationship
Among Industry, Agriculture, and Urban and Rural Development

ZHENG You-gui
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, University of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract: In the process of exploring Chinese path to modernization, the CPC, with Comrade Deng Xiaoping
as the main representative, advocates that economic development should focus on agriculture, solve rural problems
first, and make farmers rich. This is a significant change based on China’s productivity level, industrial structure,
practical problems to be solved, and strategic goals to be achieved. It is a breakthrough in the implementation of
heavy industry as the center, urban development as the priority, and industrial development goals over income
growth goals during the socialist revolution and construction period. This is a new strategy for promoting the coordi-
nated development of industry, agriculture, and urban-rural development, which has been formed after the transfor-
mation of the national economy from agriculture to industry as the main focus, with a focus on the overall strategic
reconstruction of the “three-step” strategy of socialist modernization construction. It not only serves as a guarantee
for consolidating the basic position of agriculture and rural areas in economic and social development in the new
process of industrialization, but also promotes the cracking of the urban-rural dual structure and the evolution of ag-
riculture and rural areas towards modernization. It answers the question of how to build the relationship among in-
dustry, agriculture, and urban-rural development which is compatible with the first and second step strategies of so-
cialist modernization construction.

Key words: Deng Xiaoping; the relationship among industry, agriculture, and urban-rural development;

focusing on agriculture as a strategic priority; addressing rural issues; making farmers rich
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