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Abstract: As a special group, educated youth returned from overseas were similar to and also different
from other youth during the Down to the Countryside Movement. On the whole, they went through three
stages because of policy changes on overseas Chinese affairs implemented by the Chinese government.
Prior to 1963, the Chinese state did not arrange for returned youth to go to the countryside. Between 1963
and 1966, the state was cautious about them. With the outbreak of the “Cultural Revolution” disrupting
central government’s policy on overseas Chinese affairs, young and educated returnees went to the

countryside to receive re—education from the poor and lower—middle peasants. From 1971 onwards, the
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policy began to change, especially due to “Li Qinglin’s Pleading Incident” . After overseas Chinese affairs

offices were resumed nationwide in 1977, returned youths were no longer sent to the countryside.
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