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Digital Socialism: Problem Domains and Theoretical Veins 144
Pan Na

Abstract: Digital socialism is a new trend of thought that emerged in the post-financial crisis era of the Western
world. It has already transformed from a new discourse of Californian ideology to a new reform proposal pro-
moted by left-wing that offers an alternative to capitalism. It contains three major agendas: the first is to review
the theoretical resources of the “socialist economic calculation debate” since the 1920s, and re-explore the feasibil-
ity of socialist economic planning; the second is to reread the fragment on machines in Marx’s Grundrisse, focus-
ing on the key elements of productive forces such as general intellect to empower digital labor and create a new
public digital platform; the third is to explore a code governance system based on blockchain for the purpose of
abolishing the capitalist credit system. Fundamentally, digital socialism is at most an improvement framed by the
radical left based on techno-utopian imaginaries, and its various theoretical models, limited by the left’s inherent
defect, cannot constitute an overall replacement of the capitalist forms and relations of production. Anyway, digi-
tal socialism is generated in the Western world, reflecting the profound crisis of digital financial capitalism,
showecasing the transformative factors contained in this crisis, and providing some comparison and inspiration

from the “other” for the non-Western world to create a new form of human civilization.

Keywords: Californian ideology, digital socialism, alternatives to capitalism
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Attention Involution: Understanding the Logic Behind the Proliferation of Grassroots Government In-
novation, with A Case Study of the Evolution of Governance Comprehensive Assessment Indicators

in County F 166
Yang Hua

Abstract: Grassroots government innovation have recently transformed from a few isolated and autonomous in-
cidents into a widespread institutional phenomenon directed by higher authorities, and from work agenda to
competition target, thus exacerbating formalism at the grassroots level. This paper employs an analytical frame-
work of government attention distribution to explore the internal logic behind the proliferation of grassroots gov-
ernment innovation. Our research indicates that if institutional attention satisfies the need of leaders to signal
their performance, leaders will allocate their attention within this realm, leading to a high degree of certainty of
attention distribution and limited competitive space for subordinates. Conversely, when institutional attention is
diffuse and cannot fulfill the leaders’ signaling needs, leaders will allocate attention outside the institutional
framework, resulting in uncertainty and greater competitive space for subordinates. “Innovation” possesses char-
acteristics of legitimacy, salience, measurability, inclusiveness, and heterogeneity, making it an ideal vehicle for at-

tention allocation outside institutional parameters. Consequently, county-level departments, townships, and their
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