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Mao Zedong’ s exploration of national governance modernization in

the early years of the People’ s Republic of China and its historical role

JI Chunfang
(The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract ; After the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, under the leadership of the founding leader Mao Ze-
dong, the Communist Party of China united and led the entire party and people of all ethnic groups in a pioneering explo-
ration of national governance modernization, achieving monumental achievements that have been recorded in history.
These efforts played an important role in the development of the People’ s Republic of China. Domestically, it laid a solid
foundation for the modernization of national governance. The new China established a political system that provided politi-
cal guarantees for construction and development; reformed the production relations, laying the economic foundation for
national governance modernization; and prospered in thought and culture, injecting the inner drive for national
governance modernization. In foreign relations, China earned a favorable environment for construction and development.
The new China firmly established diplomatic policy principles to safeguard the country’ s independence, freedom, and
territorial sovereignty, supported international lasting peace and friendly cooperation between nations, and opposed impe-
rialist aggression and war policies. It flexibly created a new diplomatic landscape and established stable diplomatic rela-
tions with many countries, playing an active and important role in international affairs. In defense, China strengthened its
capacily to safeguard both domestic and global peace. The victory in the War to Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea
greatly raised China’ s international status, while enhanced national defense effectively improved China’s strength. Mao
Zedong’ s great exploration of national governance modernization during the early years of the People’ s Republic of China
established the basic paradigm for governance and laid the framework for national governance, marking a brilliant chapter
in the history of the People’ s Republic of China. These efforts laid a solid foundation for the development and progress of
contemporary China and laid an important groundwork for advancing the modernization of the national governance system
and governance capacity, as well as the modernization with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords : early years of the People’ s Republic of China; Mao Zedong; national governance modernization
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